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Grade 4 SOCIAL STUDIES


GENERAL LEARNER OUTCOMES:

The ultimate goal of Social Studies is to educate students to be responsible citizens. The emphasis in Grade 4 is on examining Alberta’s geographic, cultural, linguistic, economic and historical characteristics that define quality of life in Alberta. Students will explore the interrelationships between people and their environment; understanding how people are affected by their environment and how they affect the environment; examining the contributions of people in Alberta’s history and how major events and people have shaped Alberta into the province it is today.

Students will:

· Demonstrate an understanding of the role, rights and responsibilities of a citizen in a democratic society and globally.

· Learn to participate constructively in the democratic process by making rational decisions.

· Learn to respect the dignity and worth of self and others.

· Obtain a base of knowledge of the past, present and future.

· Develop skills to help one acquire, evaluate and use information and ideas.

· Develop communication skills that help one express and present information and ideas.

· Develop participation skills that help one interact with others.

· Develop inquiry skills to solve problems and make decisions.

· Develop skills in critical thinking, decision making and problem solving.

· Be encouraged to develop positive attitudes towards learning and one’s self.

· Be encouraged to develop positive attitudes towards individuals, groups and cultures in their community and the world. 

· Be encouraged to develop positive attitudes about democracy and the ideas of a responsible citizen.

TOPICS AND THEMES:

All three of the topics in the Grade 4 program will be integrated with each other throughout the year. The topics are:

1. Alberta: A Sense of the Land.

Students will

· Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of how elements of physical geography, climate and geology are integral to the landscapes and environment of Alberta.

· Examine each of the six regions in Alberta. Students will learn about the landforms, bodies of water, animal life, vegetation, natural resources and climate in each region. Students will predict and learn about how these aspects of geography have affected the different groups of people who live in each region.

· Stories of the land, history and people will be woven throughout, drawing connections between Alberta’s past, present and future.

2. The Stories, Histories and Peoples of Alberta.

Students will

· Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the role of stories, history and culture in forming and strengthening communities and contributing to identity and a sense of belonging. 

· Learn about the change, growth and development in Alberta over time, and how it links to the land and resources of the province.

· Examine the First Peoples of Alberta and the Fur Trade.

· Understand the changes that occurred as early settlement began and the North West Territories became the province of Alberta. 

· Explore the period of growth and change since becoming a province.

· Appreciate how understanding Alberta’s stories, histories and peoples contribute to their own sense of belonging and identity.

3. Alberta: Celebrations and Challenges

Students will

· Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of how Alberta has grown and changed culturally, economically and socially since 1905.

· Appreciate the factors contributing to quality of life in Alberta

· Examine recreation and tourism in Alberta

· Examine Alberta’s changing cultural and social dynamics 

Resources

Alberta Program of Studies

Alberta maps

Our Alberta, Book One and Two, Teacher Guide and web site

Various films, print and other resources as needed.

Assessment and Evaluation **

Unit Tests



15%

Quizzes

15%

Written Assignments  

20%

7P’s


20%

Projects/Presentations

30%

**approx. weightings which will vary with each unit, depending on the method of instruction and the type and length of assignments.
