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GRADE 4

Prioritized Learning Outcomes

Alberta Program of Studies
“I Can” Statements
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The Alberta Program of Studies documents represent many hours of research into the best educational practices for each subject.  The full curriculum documents can be accessed at: http://education.alberta.ca/teachers.aspx  While these curriculum guides are very comprehensive, it can be difficult to determine where the instructional focus should be.  The following document outlines all of the essential curriculum objectives in each subject for Grade 4.  

Essential outcomes are noted in the following document by starting with the statement “I can . . .”
They have been put in student-friendly language so that you can use these outcomes in discussing concepts with your child.  

Only the most essential learning outcomes are included in this version of the prioritized curriculum.  Please talk with your teacher-facilitator if you require a list of all the outcomes and would find them useful to your instruction of your child.
This document can help you keep track of your child’s progressing skills and knowledge in relation to the subjects you have committed to following the Alberta Program of Studies.  Please use this document to help assess your child in preparation for progress reports with your teacher-facilitator.  It has been designed as a check-list where you can indicate the degree to which your child has understood the curriculum.

The value and purpose of assessment is to improve student learning.  This document should help you to identify your child’s strengths and weaknesses and can thus help you tailor your learning program to best suit their learning.  It may be valuable to use different coloured pens as the year progresses, so that you can see your child’s growth as a learner.

Language Arts – Grade 4
I Can Statements
	
	Meets Standard of Excellence (A)

 
	 Exceeds Acceptable Standard (B)


	Meets Acceptable Standard (C)

 
	Does Not Meet Acceptable Standard (D)



	
	 I know this so well I could teach someone else


	 I know this fairly well


	 I can figure this out with help


	This is too hard

 

	General Outcome 1:  Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences.
	
	
	
	

	1.1 Discover and Explore
	
	
	
	

	I can share my personal thoughts to understand what I read, see or hear.
	
	
	
	

	1.2 Clarify and Extend
	
	
	
	

	I can use talk, notes and personal writing to reflect on my ideas and experiences.
	
	
	
	

	General Outcome 2:  Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print and other media texts.
	
	
	
	

	2.1 Reading :  Use Strategies and Cues
	
	
	
	

	I can use ideas from personal experience, interests and talk to understand new ideas.
	
	
	
	

	2.2 Respond to Texts
	
	
	
	

	I can read many kinds of texts from cultures and genres.
	
	
	
	

	I can connect the thoughts and actions of characters in things I read, hear and see to my personal and classroom experiences
	
	
	
	

	I can identify the main events in what I read hear and see.
	
	
	
	

	I can explain the causes and tell how they affect events in what I read, see and hear.
	
	
	
	

	I can develop my own opinions based on ideas I read, hear and see.
	
	
	
	

	2.3 Understand Forms Elements and Techniques
	
	
	
	

	I can identify and explain the connections among events, settings and main characters in things I read see and hear.
	
	
	
	

	2.4 Create Original Text
	
	
	
	

	I can use different ways to get ideas and organize them in my writing.
	
	
	
	

	I can write stories that follow an order using characters and plot.
	
	
	
	

	I can write personal stories.
	
	
	
	

	General Outcome 3:  Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas and information.
	
	
	
	

	3.1 Plan and Focus
	
	
	
	

	I can read everything on a page to help me understand new ideas.
	
	
	
	

	I can ask questions and answer questions about a topic.
	
	
	
	

	3.2 Select and Process
	
	
	
	

	I can find information to answer research questions using a variety of ways.
	
	
	
	

	3.3 Organize, Record and Evaluate
	
	
	
	

	I can organize ideas and information using many strategies.
	
	
	
	

	I can record ideas and information that are on topic.
	
	
	
	

	I can make notes of key words, phrases and images.
	
	
	
	

	I can record titles and authors alphabetically
	
	
	
	

	I can rewrite new information in my own words to show I understand.
	
	
	
	

	3.4 Share and Review
	
	
	
	

	I can communicate ideas and information in a variety of ways.
	
	
	
	

	General Outcome 4: Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to enhance the clarity and artistry of communication.
	
	
	
	

	4.1 Enhance and Improve
	
	
	
	

	I can use classroom criteria to give feedback to my classmates about their work
	
	
	
	

	I can revise my writing so that it makes sense.
	
	
	
	

	I can use strong (juicy) words to expand my ideas in writing
	
	
	
	

	4.2 Attend to Conventions
	
	
	
	

	I can use a variety of sentence lengths.
	
	
	
	

	I can use different ways to spell multisyllable words.
	
	
	
	

	4.3 Present and Share
	
	
	
	

	I can present information in an organized way.
	
	
	
	

	I can use my background knowledge to understand what I see and hear.
	
	
	
	

	I can give feedback and ask questions about what I see and hear.
	
	
	
	

	General Outcome 5:  Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to respect, support and collaborate with others.
	
	
	
	

	5.1 Respect Others and Strengthen Community
	
	
	
	

	I can use appropriate language to acknowledge special events and accomplishments in and out of the classroom.
	
	
	
	

	5.2 Work Within a Group
	
	
	
	

	I can take responsibility for working with others to achieve a group goal.
	
	
	
	

	I can use many ways to organize and work on group projects.
	
	
	
	


Mathematics   Grade 4

I Can Statements
	
	Meets Standard of Excellence (A)

 
	 Exceeds Acceptable Standard (B)


	Meets Acceptable Standard (C)

 
	Does Not Meet Acceptable Standard (D)



	
	 I know this so well I could teach someone else


	 I know this fairly well


	 I can figure this out with help


	This is too hard

 

	GENERAL OUTCOME:  Numbers
	
	
	
	

	Develop Number Sense
	
	
	
	

	I can write, draw or tell about whole numbers to 10,000.
	
	
	
	

	I can show my understanding of adding and subtracting numbers with answers up to 10,000.
	
	
	
	

	I can use mental mathematics strategies to solve multiplication and division to 9x9.
	
	
	
	

	I can use my understanding of multiplication to help me solve problems.
	
	
	
	

	I can use my understanding of division to help me solve problems.
	
	
	
	

	I can write, draw or tell about fractions less than or equal to one.
	
	
	
	

	I can write, draw or tell about decimals.
	
	
	
	

	I can show that fractions and decimals are related to each other.
	
	
	
	

	I can add and subtract decimals.
	
	
	
	

	GENERAL OUTCOME:  Patterns and Relations
	
	
	
	

	Use patterns to describe the world and to solve problems
	
	
	
	

	I can write, draw or tell about patterns and relations to help me solve problems
	
	
	
	

	I can solve a problem using a chart or diagram to identify mathematical relationships.)
	
	
	
	

	I can represent and solve a one-step equation using pictures, symbols and words
	
	
	
	

	GENERAL OUTCOME:  Shape and Space
	
	
	
	

	Use direct and indirect measurement to solve problems
	
	
	
	

	I can read and record time using digital, analog and 24 hour clocks.
	
	
	
	

	I can read and record calendar dates in many ways.
	
	
	
	

	I can provide examples of symmetrical shapes found in the environment and identify the line(s) of symmetry.
	
	
	
	

	GENERAL OUTCOME:  Statistics and Probability
	
	
	
	

	Collect, display and analyze data to solve problems
	
	
	
	

	I can create and label a pictograph and bar graph to display a set of data using many-to-one correspondence and justify what I have done.
	
	
	
	


Science   Grade 4

I Can Statements
	
	Meets Standard of Excellence (A)

 
	 Exceeds Acceptable Standard (B)


	Meets Acceptable Standard (C)

 
	Does Not Meet Acceptable Standard (D)



	
	 I know this so well I could teach someone else


	 I know this fairly well


	 I can figure this out with help


	This is too hard

 

	Science Inquiry
	
	
	
	

	I can investigate the nature of things.
	
	
	
	

	I can take action that helps me to draw conclusions.
	
	
	
	

	I can identify patterns and order in objects using pictures, words and charts.
	
	
	
	

	I can make predictions and generalizations.
	
	
	
	

	I can ask questions that help me explore and investigate.
	
	
	
	

	I can identify one or more possible answers by state a hypothesis.
	
	
	
	

	I can work alone or with others to carry out procedures.
	
	
	
	

	I can communicate with group members and contribute and receive ideas.
	
	
	
	

	I can record and observe using pictures and graphs.
	
	
	
	

	I can draw a conclusion based on observations.
	
	
	
	

	Problem Solving through Technology
	
	
	
	

	I can investigate a problem and develop a solution.
	
	
	
	

	I can identify the purpose of problem solving and construction activities.
	
	
	
	

	I can identify steps needed to complete a task and test a product.
	
	
	
	

	I can be involved in all parts of a task, alone and with others.
	
	
	
	

	I can talk to group members by contributing and receiving ideas.
	
	
	
	

	I can record observations and measurements by writing, drawing or telling.
	
	
	
	

	I can make an inference based on what I observe.
	
	
	
	

	Topic A:  Waste and Our World
	
	
	
	

	I can show that human activity can lead to the production of wastes.
	
	
	
	

	I can identify other ways for the use and disposal of materials.
	
	
	
	

	I can compare different kinds of packaging.
	
	
	
	

	I can talk about the advantages and disadvantages of different kids of packaging.
	
	
	
	

	Topic B:  Wheels and Levers
	
	
	
	

	I can show my understanding of wheels, gears and levers by constructing devices.
	
	
	
	

	Topic C:  Building Devices and Vehicles That Move
	
	
	
	

	I can construct a mechanical device for a purpose.
	
	
	
	

	I can explore and evaluate the parts of a mechanical device.
	
	
	
	

	I can show that control is an important design element.
	
	
	
	

	Topic D:  Light and Shadows
	
	
	
	

	I can identify sources of light, interaction of light and materials and predict the pathway of a light beam.
	
	
	
	

	Topic E:  Plant Growth and Changes
	
	
	
	

	I can demonstrate knowledge and skills for the study of plant growth.
	
	
	
	


Social Studies   Grade 4

I Can Statements
	
	Meets Standard of Excellence (A)

 
	 Exceeds Acceptable Standard (B)


	Meets Acceptable Standard (C)

 
	Does Not Meet Acceptable Standard (D)



	
	 I know this so well I could teach someone else


	 I know this fairly well


	 I can figure this out with help


	This is too hard

 

	Alberta:  A Sense of the Land
	
	
	
	

	Knowledge and Understanding
	
	
	
	

	I can critically look at the physical geography of Alberta.
	
	
	
	

	I can critically examine how geology and palaeontology contribute to my knowledge of Alberta’s geography.
	
	
	
	

	Values and Attitudes
	
	
	
	

	I value Alberta’s physical geography and natural environments.
	
	
	
	

	The Stories, Histories and Peoples of Alberta
	
	
	
	

	Knowledge and Understanding
	
	
	
	

	I can examine how culture and language in Alberta has changed over time.
	
	
	
	

	Values and Attitudes
	
	
	
	

	I understand how Alberta’s history, peoples and stories contribute to a sense of belonging and identity.
	
	
	
	

	Alberta:  Celebrations and Challenges
	
	
	
	

	Knowledge and Understanding
	
	
	
	

	I can examine the challenges and opportunities Alberta has faced in its growth and development.
	
	
	
	

	I can examine Alberta’s changing culture over time.
	
	
	
	

	I can examine recreation and tourism in Alberta.
	
	
	
	

	Dimensions of Thinking
	
	
	
	

	I can tell the difference between fact and opinion when I read current affairs.
	
	
	
	

	I can evaluate information from many places.
	
	
	
	

	I can think of ideas and strategies by myself or with others.
	
	
	
	

	Social Participate as a Democratic Practice
	
	
	
	

	I can consider the needs and points of view of others.
	
	
	
	

	Communication
	
	
	
	

	I can organize and present information for a specific audience and purpose.
	
	
	
	

	Values and Attitudes
	
	
	
	

	I understand the factors that contribute to the quality of like in Alberta.
	
	
	
	


Health – Grade 4
I Can Statements
	
	Meets Standard of Excellence (A)

 
	 Exceeds Acceptable Standard (B)


	Meets Acceptable Standard (C)

 
	Does Not Meet Acceptable Standard (D)



	
	 I know this so well I could teach someone else


	 I know this fairly well


	 I can figure this out with help


	This is too hard

 

	Wellness Choices – Students will make responsible and informed choices to maintain health and to promote safety for self and others.
	
	
	
	

	Personal Health
	
	
	
	

	I can explore the connections between physical activity, emotional wellness and social wellness.
	
	
	
	

	I can explain the need for variety and moderation in a balanced diet.
	
	
	
	

	Safety and Responsibility
	
	
	
	

	I can create practices that provide safety for self and others. Eg. guidelines for safe use of technology
	
	
	
	

	Relationship Choices – Students will develop effective interpersonal skills that demonstrate responsibility, respect and caring in order to establish and maintain healthy interactions.
	
	
	
	

	Understanding and Expressing Feelings
	
	
	
	

	I can use short-term strategies for managing feelings.
	
	
	
	

	Interactions
	
	
	
	

	Group Roles and Processes
	
	
	
	

	Life Learning Choices – Students will use resources effectively to manage and explore life roles and career opportunities and challenges.
	
	
	
	

	Learning Strategies
	
	
	
	

	I can use skills for personal organization/study.
	
	
	
	

	I can set different kinds of goals (eg. short-term and long-term goals).
	
	
	
	

	Life Roles and Career Development
	
	
	
	

	Volunteerism
	
	
	
	


Physical Education   Grade 4

I Can Statements

	
	Meets Standard of Excellence (A)

 
	 Exceeds Acceptable Standard (B)


	Meets Acceptable Standard (C)

 
	Does Not Meet Acceptable Standard (D)



	
	 I know this so well I could teach someone else


	 I know this fairly well


	 I can figure this out with help


	This is too hard

 

	GENERAL OUTCOME A

Students will acquire skills through a variety of developmentally appropriate movement activities; dance, games, types of gymnastics, individual activities and activities in an alternative environment; e.g., aquatics and outdoor pursuits
	
	
	
	

	I can chose and use a series of movements to create a movement sequence.
	
	
	
	

	I can chose and use a series of movements to create a movement sequence, while standing in one place.
	
	
	
	

	I can work with a teammate/team to reach a common goal when playing.
	
	
	
	

	GENERAL OUTCOME B

Students will understand, experience and appreciate the health benefits that result from physical
	
	
	
	

	I can understand the nutritional needs related to physical activity


	
	
	
	

	I can understand that exercise & feeling good go together (physical, emotional and social).
	
	
	
	

	GENERAL OUTCOME C

Students will interact positively with others
	
	
	
	

	I can tell about and show respectful communicating skills relevant to context.
	
	
	
	

	I can tell about and show manners and fair play
	
	
	
	

	I can tell about and show respect for self and others.
	
	
	
	

	GENERAL OUTCOME D

Students will assume responsibility to lead an active way of life.
	
	
	
	

	I can set and do long term exercise goals for myself that take more effort and participation
	
	
	
	

	I can decide to be active
	
	
	
	


Art Grade 3 and 4  

I Can Statements
	
	Meets Standard of Excellence (A)


	 Exceeds Acceptable Standard (B)


	Meets Acceptable Standard (C)


	Does Not Meet Acceptable Standard (D)



	
	I know this so well I could teach someone else


	I know this fairly well


	I can figure this out with help


	This is too hard



	Reflection
	
	
	
	

	I can notice how objects are different.
	
	
	
	

	I can describe the qualities of objects.
	
	
	
	

	I can look at art and describe the details.
	
	
	
	

	Depiction
	
	
	
	

	I can use my art skills to create lifelike images.
	
	
	
	

	I can show action in my art.
	
	
	
	

	I can add details to make my art more interesting.
	
	
	
	

	Composition
	
	
	
	

	I can make changes to make my art better.
	
	
	
	

	I can create artwork where all the parts work together.
	
	
	
	

	I can review my work and make improvements.
	
	
	
	

	Expression
	
	
	
	

	I can draw pictures about my life.
	
	
	
	

	I can draw pictures to tell a story.
	
	
	
	

	I can decorate different things.
	
	
	
	

	I can draw a picture to show how I’m feeling.
	
	
	
	

	I can create art about things I have read, seen, or heard.
	
	
	
	

	I can create art about different themes around me.
	
	
	
	

	I can draw.
	
	
	
	

	I can paint.
	
	
	
	

	I can make prints.
	
	
	
	

	I can sculpt.
	
	
	
	

	I can make art with fabric.
	
	
	
	

	I can create art using photographs and technology.
	
	
	
	


Music Grades 1-6
I Can Statements

Concepts- these are the intellectual framework of the music program.  A detailed list of these specific outcomes can be viewed at: http://education.alberta.ca/media/313004/elemusic.pdf  The musical concepts of rhythm, melody, harmony, form and expression will be covered as students learn the following musical skills.  
	
	Meets Standard of Excellence (A)

 
	 Exceeds Acceptable Standard (B)


	Meets Acceptable Standard (C)

 
	Does Not Meet Acceptable Standard (D)



	
	 I know this so well I could teach someone else


	 I know this fairly well


	 I can figure this out with help


	This is too hard

 

	General Learner Expectations
	
	
	
	

	I can enjoy music.
	
	
	
	

	I can appreciate a variety of music, including music of the many cultures in Canada.
	
	
	
	

	I can have insights into music through meaningful musical activities.
	
	
	
	

	I can use music for self-expression and creativity.
	
	
	
	

	I can demonstrate musical skills and knowledge.
	
	
	
	

	Skills - It is expected that students will have skills introduced at the grade indicated in brackets and will continue to build on these skills in the subsequent grades.
	
	
	
	

	Listening
	
	
	
	

	I can hear the difference between the sounds of common musical instruments.  (introduced gr. 1)
	
	
	
	

	I can understand and appreciate the effect of music that is high/low, loud/soft, short/long, slow/fast, or up/down. (gr. 1)
	
	
	
	

	I can recognize the instruments of the four families of the orchestra: string, woodwind, brass, percussion. (gr. 3)
	
	
	
	

	I can identify the four families of musical instruments. (gr. 4)
	
	
	
	

	I can match names, sounds and pictures of many instruments. (gr. 5)
	
	
	
	

	Moving
	
	
	
	

	I can perform simple action songs and singing games. (gr. 1)
	
	
	
	

	I can through movement show awareness of changes in tempo, dynamics and mood.  (gr. 2)
	
	
	
	

	I can perform rhythmic patterns in music.  (gr. 3)
	
	
	
	

	Singing
	
	
	
	

	I can sing, in tune, many rhythmic and melodic songs, singing games and action songs.  (gr. 1)
	
	
	
	

	I can experience singing alone and in a group. (gr. 1)
	
	
	
	

	I can continue vocal development: sing with expression and good enunciation.  (gr. 3)
	
	
	
	

	I can sing with various instrumental accompaniments.  (gr. 3)
	
	
	
	

	I can participate in singing alone or in a group, a capella (unaccompanied). (gr. 3)
	
	
	
	

	I can respond to changes in tempo, dynamics and mood while singing. (gr. 4)
	
	
	
	

	Playing Instruments
	
	
	
	

	I can explore the sound of various musical instruments. (gr. 1)
	
	
	
	

	I can play a steady beat using rhythm instruments. (gr. 1)
	
	
	
	

	Reading and Writing
	
	
	
	

	I can echo clap and chant written rhythm patterns. (gr. 1)
	
	
	
	

	I can follow notation from left to right while singing and playing. (gr. 2)
	
	
	
	

	I can recognize whole, half, quarter, eighth notes and the whole, half and quarter rests. (gr. 2)
	
	
	
	

	I can recognize the music staff and treble clef sign. (gr. 2)
	
	
	
	

	Creating
	
	
	
	

	I can use instruments to create sounds of high-low, loud-soft, slow-fast, short-long, and up-down. (gr. 1)
	
	
	
	

	I can create movement to demonstrate form in music. (gr. 3)
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